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Britain’s pandemic disaster
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Still not under control
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Johnson’s failure

•
In early March, Johnson jovially declared that 
people would be “pleased to know” that he was 
shaking hands with everybody at a hospital tending 
to patients with coronavirus, and inviting people to 
make their own decisions about such matters.



Public pressure

• Public and media pressure 
pushed the lockdown. We didn’t 
want it’ -Cabinet Minister 

“Boris Johnson skipped 
COVID-19 meetings and 
ignored scientists' warnings” 
Sunday Times



The NHS workforce

• More than 12% of the workforce 
reported their nationality as not 
British. The biggest group of foreign 
NHS workers are from the EU - 56 in 
every 1,000. 

The NHS already needed 5,000 extra 
nurses every year - three times the 
figure it currently recruits annually.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-47616491


The social care catastrophe

• About 400,000 older people currently live in UK care homes, and up 
to two-thirds of facilities are reporting that residents have contracted 
the virus.

• Since the coronavirus pandemic broke out, many care providers say 
they have been unable to access sufficient supplies of PPE or tests for 
Covid-19, leading to almost a third of staff being off sick.

• “It’s a moral scandal and a financial disaster.”



The job’s 
worth

Average pay for a care worker in the 
UK is £17,500 pa

Average pay for a City trader is 
£124,000 pa

Only one of these professions has 
nursed the elderly and infirm at a time 
of profound crisis. 



All in it together



Low-paid face biggest risk



Most households have lost income



Low-paid hit most



Seeking benefits
• The number of new Universal Credit (UC) claimants has reached 2.6 

million since the crisis started.



Only half workers are working



The proportion of low-to-middle income 
families with no savings 

Around 55 per 
cent of adults in 

low to middle 
income families 
had no savings 

at all



The economic 
shock hits the 
young and 
those on lower 
incomes the 
hardest

• Sectors already heavily affected by the 
necessary public health restrictions, 
including social distancing, have typical 
weekly pay of £320, compared to a figure of 
£455 for the economy as whole

• Four-in-five social housing tenants in 
employment either work in sectors directly 
affected by social distancing, have jobs that 
cannot be performed from home, or are 
caring for school-aged children. 

• Less than one in-ten low earners report that 
they can work from home if needed, 
compared to half of those on the highest 
earnings. 

• Young people tend to be lower paid, have 
less savings, and work disproportionately in 
sectors that are losing jobs the fastest. 



Saving lives 
but not 
livelihoods

• The UK’s 4.2 million low-paid workers on whom this 
pandemic has imposed the greatest cost

• Half of frontline care workers are paid less than the 
real living wage, while estimates of those paid below 
the legal minimum wage vary between 20,000 and 
160,000. 

• Delivery drivers are regularly forced into self-
employment, missing out on sick pay and the 
minimum wage. 

• In 21st century Britain, an employer can cancel a shift 
for a zero-hours contract worker who has already 
paid for a train fare to get to the job.

• In 2000, around half of the lowest earners were paid 
weekly or fortnightly, with the other half paid 
monthly. Now just 17 per cent are paid weekly, while 
three-quarters are paid monthly. This change means 
that 774,000 workers in the bottom decile who 
would previously have been paid weekly are now 
paid monthly. This has a substantial impact on 
cashflow, with workers in effect lending their 
employers considerable amounts of money. 



Defend jobs 
and 
conditions

• The National Living Wage is at the lowest level in four decades. Raise 
the National Living Wage to two thirds of typical hourly pay.

• Workers should have a right to a contract that reflects the actual 
hours they work, a right to two weeks advance notice of work 
schedules, and a right to compensation where shifts are cancelled 
without reasonable notice. 

• Workers in large firms should have the right to choose how regularly 
they are paid, and workers should be involved in decisions about 
payroll regularity even in smaller employers.

• Sick pay should be extended to lower earners, and workers should 
qualify for unfair dismissal after one year in post

• Fines for underpayment of the minimum wage should be increased. 
Local authorities need to be resourced to carry out health and safety 
spot-checks to protect those lower paid workers bearing the greatest 
health risk. 

• Unions should be given the right to enter workplaces to raise 
awareness among workers

• Wage Boards should be established in a small number of industries in 
clear need of improved standards, starting with social care. 



The UK economy will never return to its 
already weak pre-crisis trend

On average, GDP is around 
14 per cent below a 
continuation of its pre-
recession trend (with the 
trend assumed to be the 
growth rate over the five 
years prior to the start of 
the recession



Debt: highest in post-war period



British industry: 
“driven to the cliff 
edge by this crisis 
and may not 
survive without 
direct 
government 
intervention.”  -
Make UK

UK manufacturers planning tens of thousands of 
redundancies

Make UK found that 25% of companies are already 
drawing up plans to cut jobs in the next six months. 
A further 45% say they are considering 
redundancies. Only 30% said they expect to emerge 
from the coronavirus pandemic with all their staff 
on the payroll. 

A decline in job vacancies across key sectors such as 
hospitality had disproportionately affected lower-
income workers, with vacancies down by 64% for 
jobs paying between £15,000 and £24,999. 



Project Birch

• UK banks are warning that up to half of the £18.5bn of “bounce back” 
coronavirus loans are unlikely to be repaid and are lobbying the 
chancellor to prepare for the collapse of hundreds of thousands of 
small businesses.

• 40-50% of the 608,000 borrowers who have accessed the Bounce 
Back Loan Scheme, or BBLS, could eventually default

• Government-backed debt alone could climb to more than £100bn.
• A bailout plan named “Project Birch” to save strategically important 

companies



Resetting the 
economy

• Public health systems must be upgraded: the market has failed

• The economic recovery must put the world on the path to 
sustainable employment, livelihoods and growth. Work in our 
planetary environment and nature herself must be reinvented

• Stop global warming – fossil fuel takeover and renewals

• Do we need hundreds of airlines, millions of cars, billions of military 
weapons, financial speculation?

• Science, technology and innovation; investment for social need: 
public ownership of key sectors; a national plan for state investment 
in health, education, housing and new technological industries

• Investment must be rebalanced. Accelerating green investments 
can offer job opportunities in green energy, the circular and bio-
economy, eco-tourism and green public infrastructure.
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